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PREFACE. 


When the author first compiled tbe following work, it was 
not with a design to publish it, although well aware of the 
advantages which emigrants, traveling to the Varrrv or rue 
Great Sarr Larr, would continually realize by having it 
in their possession. However, there were so many who ap- 
plied for copies of it—and the labor of writing a copy being 
considerable, as well as requiring much time—it was con- 
cluded to publish it in its present form, by which means it 
can be afforded at a price which will bring it within reach of 
any person wishing to have it. 

Many works have been published, and maps exhibited for 
the instruction of emigrants, but none which ever pretended 
to set forth the particulars contained in this work, so far as 
regards the route from Council Bluffs to the Great Salt Lake. 
The distances from point to point arc shown as near as a 
Roadometer can measure; and by this means the traveler can 
know, each day, the kind of country lying before him, and 
how far he must go in order to find a suitable place to camp at 
night. ; 

Emigrants have lost many of their teams in the ncighbor- 
hood of the Alkali lakes, in consequence of not knowing the 
distance from any one of these lakes to good water. By pay- 
ing attention to the remarks in this work, a person need run 
no risk, inasmuch as all the Alkali lakes, which are near the 
road, are mentioned—and, also, the places where an encamp- 
ment can be formed with safety. 

The author feels a delicacy in saying much in favor of the 
“ Guide,” but is well aware that, when its merits have been 
tested by experience, no person will repent of having pur- 
chased it. It is, therefore, submitted cheerfully to the con- 
sideration of an intelligent public. 


AUTHOR. 
St. Louis, Mo., 13th March, 1848. 








EXPLANATION. 


RARER RAL EY 


In the following table, the large type shows the prominent 
points and places which will naturally be noticed by the emi- 
grant. The first column of figures shows the distance from 
point to point, in English miles. The second column of figures 
shows the total distance of each point to Winter Quarters; 
and the third column, the total distance of each point to the 
Temple Block, in the Crry or tHE Great Sarr Laxe. As, 
for example: 

How far is it from Winter Quarters to Pappea ? 

Answer. (page 5, second line) 18 miles. 

How far from Pappea to the Elk Horn river ? 

Answer. (page 5, second and third lines) 9 miles, &p. 

Again: How far is it from Raw Hide Creek to Fort John? 

Answer. (page 11, last line) 12 miles. 

How far is Fort John from Winter Quarters ? 

Answer. (p. 12, first line) 522 miles. 

How far is Fort John from the City ofthe Great Salt Lake? 

Answer. (p. 12, third column of figures) 509 miles. 

The small type, in this table, contains the various remarks 
touching the nature of the road, lands, and its adaptation for 
camping purposes, &c. For example: 

What is said concerning the * La Bonte river?” Page 13, 
second line. 

Answer. “It is a good place to camp—being plenty of tim- 
ber, grass and water”—the necessaries for camping purposes, 
and consequently can be depended on. But, if thought advisa- 
ble to go a little further, “ there is a good camping place a mile 
further,” consequently you have choice of the two good places, 
within one mile of each other. 

What is said of a branch of the La Bonte? Page 13, 
third line. 

Answer. “Doubtful about water ;”” consequently not safe to 
depend on for a camp ground. It is also said that the “ banks 
are steep,” which shows that it is not very good to cross, &e. 
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FROM From 

PROMINENT POINTS AND REMARKS. Dist. |W Qrs.|CofGSL 
і miles.| miles, | miles, 

Te ha i Loin Ti i Lax с > Ss 
Winter Quarters, Lat. 41° 18! 53” = 1081 


The road good, but very ero: ked, following the ridges = 
and passi..g over a continual succession of hills and hol 
lows., 


Pappea, ten feet wide, high banks. - | 18 | 18 | 1013 
Some timber on the ereck, but it is difficult to water 

teams. After this, the road is crooked and uneven to the 

Elk Horn. К 

Elk Horn, nine rods wide, three feet деер.) 9 | 27 | 1004 
Current rather swift, and not very pleasant to ferry 

Plenty of timber on its banks. (See Note 1.) 

2 m ‹ 

Creek, ten feet wide, steep banks. - #| 272 10034 
This ercek Баз a good bridge over it, but little timber 

on the banks. There is a high post, erected near the 

bridge, for a guide to it. Е 

Platte river and Liberty Pole. - - | 114 39 | 992 
Plenty of timber, but you will probably have to gc 

to the river for water—distance about a quarter of a mile 

The nearest and best road to water is round the east 

point of the timber. 

Small Lake (narrow) south side the road. 32 423 9883 


„ No timber on the Lake. 
Circular Lake, or pond, close to the road. 


(south.) - - - - - i| 432) 9872 
No timber. In the neighborhood of this, the roac 
rung alongside a number of small lakes, or ponds, foi 
two miles; but there is little timber near them. 


К. К. and T., road joins the river, Lat. 41° 
27! 5" - - - - - 9| 5213 5782 


This is a point wbere a branch of the river run: 

ronnd an island. on which is plenty of timber. Not muc! 

water in the chanuel, but plenty for camping purposes. 

Indian Grave, north side the road. = Tal 593) 9712 
This is a large pile of earth, about eighty yards пог} 

of the road. 

R. К. and T., road joins the river, - 2| 602 9702 


Plenty of timber and water, without leaving the road 


Shell creek, 12 feet wide, three feet deep| 2| 623 9685 
This creek ia bridged, and a few rods lower is a place 

to ford. Plenty of timber on it. After this yon will proba- 

bly find no. water for twelve miles, without turning con 

siderably from the road, | 

Small lake, south side of the road. - 53) 68 | 963 
Plenty of water in the Spring season, but none ir 

Summer. It was entirely dry, October 18, 1847. 


^ 








FROM From * 
PROMINENT POINTS AND REMARKS. Dist. |W Qrsa.!C of GSL 
miles.) miles. | miles. 








t cc ——— ——————  _—. 0 
R. and R., road joins the river. - - 63| 742) 956% 

Alter this point you will have four or fire miles of! 
heavy, sandy road. | 


Long Lake, south side the road. - - | à 75|] 956) 


There is a little timber whore this lake joins the river, 
and it is a good camping place. | 


Forks of road to new and old Pawnee vil- 


lages. - - - - - | 53 804) 9503 
The left hand road leads to the Pawnee location of! e 
1847 ; the other to the old village. ‘The latter is your route. 
Lake, south of the road. - c - à 81| 950 
Plenty of timber close to the road. The banks of the 
lake are high, but tbere is a small pond near, where | 
teams can water. 


Loup Fork—lake and timber. - - 5| 86 | 915 
Opposite to whero the Pawnces were 1осаїей, in the 

Spring of 1847, and is a good place to camp | 

Lake and timber, south of the road. - 


Looking-glass creek, 16 feet wide, 2 deep. 
Tbere is a poor bridgo over this creek. It ів, how- 
ever, not difficult to ford, Plenty of timber on and near it. 
Long Lake, south side the road. - - 2 
a Some timber on the south bank, but none on the north 
side, 
Beaver river, 25 feet wide, 2 feet deep: | 
Lat. 41° 25' 13"; Long. 98° 0' 15". 63, 
Plenty of good timber on both sides. Tbcre are two, 
fording places. The upper опе is good going in, but etcep | 


оп the opposite sido. The lower one not good going down, 
but good on the other side, 


Plumb creek, five feet wide: Lat. 41° 24! | 
29"; Altitude, 1,090 feet. - - | 63 


On this creek the 011 Pawnee mission station stands, 
but is not a very good place to camp, being near the Paw- 
nee cornfields. The creek was dry, October 16, 1347. 


Ash creek, 12 feet wide, one foot deep. | 23 


Some timber, but not a very good chance to camn. 

Ford of the Loup Fork: Lat. 41° 22/37"; 

Long. 9S? 11! 0". - - - 

This is the pioneer's ford, but is considered not so 

good as the upper ford, River about 309 yards wide. 

Old Pawnee village. - - = -NE 
Formerly occupied by the Grand Pawnee and Tappas! 

bands; hut burned by the Sioux, in the Fall of 1846. | 

Cedar creek, 8 rods wide, 2 feet deep. - 13 
Some timber, and plenty of willow. After this, the 

road runs on the bottom, through high grass for some 

` distance, and gradually rises to higher land. 

Road descends to low land again. - | 8 
You will now find some deep ravines to cress, but 7 

none ditlicult. 

Road leaves the river, and turns up a ravine.) 13 
After ascendin? the higher land, the road is good and 

level, except crossing the deep, dry ravines. 

Road descends into a ravine. - - 2 


You travel up this ravine a quarter of a mile, mostly 
through high grass. 


ha 00 
BÉ 


| 935i 
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From 
PROMINENT POINTS AND REMARKS. Dist. |W Qss.|CofG SL 
miles.| miles. | miles. 
Old Pawnee village, south side the road. | 52| 127 | 904 
On the banks of tbe Loup Fork, but mostly de- 
etroyed. P 
Road descends from the bluffs. - - 4| 1273) 9033 


After descending here, you cross a creek twelve feet! | 
wide, and one foot deep—banks cot. but not difficult. | 
You tben trav] tbrouzh bigh grass and small busbes. 


Road ascends the bluffs. - - - | 

After traveling about four miles, {беп turniug lefi 
from the road, so as to strike tbe timber you sce ahead 
where it mects the river, the road can be shorteued a! 
least a half mile. 


Upper ford of the Loup Fork. - - 6,1333 S973 


You will find the water in some places near 3 fect | 
deep, and will have to travel down the river about half a 
mile, to avoid deep holes, aud find a good place to get out, 
(See Note 2.) 

Road ascends the bluffs. - - - 53 1393 8913 

Atter ascending the blutfs you will find a heavy, sandy 
road for five or six miles. 


Prairie creek, 12 feet wide 13 feet deep. | 18 | 1573) 8733 


Plenty of water and grass, but no timber. Banks, 
some soft and miry. By taking a soutb-west course from 
this ereek, you would strike Wood riversix oreight miles 
above the old crossing place. and thence crossing to the 
Platte, by a course a little west of south, tbe road may he 
shortened at least fivc miles. 


Dry creek. - => RR s 1 | 1583) 8723 
E à 159| 872 
Main Platte river. - - - - 63 1653 8654 


You do not come within two miles of the river, until 
W arrive at Wood river, 


ood river, 12 feet wide, one foot deep. 31| 1694! 8612 


Plenty of timber, and a good place to camp. Bank: 
descending, steep, and som? soft—but good going out 
Tho road now gencrally ruusfrum one totwo miles distan: 
{тәш tbe main Platte. 

Road descends to lower land. - - 14 | 1833) 8473 

The road now runs near tbe timber for two miles 
Tbe grass is higb, and a good chance to camp, without 
turninz off tbe road. А 
Road ascends to higher land. - - 2 | 1853) 8452 

You will prohably bave to turn off the road some, for 
the next camping place. 

Deep ravine—steep descent. - - | 22% 208 | 823 

5 ue - - - - - i| 2084) 8222 

Two and a quarter miles beyond this, is a good plac- 
to camp, there being plenty of grass and water, on a low 


bench, about twenty reds south of the road. There is, bow- 
ever, no timber but willow. 


Deep dry creek. - - - - 33 2118] 8194 
No timber on it. 
Creek or slough, south side the road. - | 14 2133) 8173 
Plenty of willows and grass, but doubtful for water. 
Deep, dry creek. - - - - 41 2173| 813% 
The head of Grand Island is about opposite to this 


ereek, bnt the road now runs so far from tbo river, we 
could not ascertain exactly. | 


te 


1273 903% 
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From From 

PROMINENT POINTS AND REMARKS, Dist. |W Qrs.|CoiGSL 
miles.| miles. miles. 

¿A O Áo om gemens dom 
Elm creek. - - - = = 34) 221 810 


Deep hanks, pleuty of timber, but no water, October 
9, 1847. 


Road leaves the river near timber. - 63| 2273 803% 
This is a pretty good camping place. 

Duffalo ereek, south side the road. Е i| 2281 8022 
A wide creek, with deep banks, but no timber ex 


cept afew willow bushes. ‘he road runs alongside this 
ereek for three and a half miles, 


Crossing of Buffalo creek. - - > 31 2813 799 

К. and R., road runs near the river. - 75) 2393) 7913 
Pretty good chance to camp. b | 

R. and R., road runs near the river. - 54 2441 7853 


Plenty of buffalo-grass, and short prairie-grass. Plenty 
of timber on an island, close by. 


Willow Lake, south of the road. - - 7 | 2513] 7798 

. . Good place to water teams, hut no timber for eamp- 1 

ing purposes. 

Ptah Lake, south of the road. - = 732594 7713 
The lake islong and very crooked. About a mile he- 


fore you arrive at it, the road runs near the river a little 
piece, then leaves it ngain. 


Deep, dry creek. - - - - 23| 2613) 769% 
Low, sandy bluffs, extending to the river. 14 | 2753) 7554 
R. and R. near the Sandy Bluffs: Latitude 
41° 0' 47, - - - - 3 | 2783] 752% 
After leaving this place, the road leaves the river, and 
runs near the foot ot the hluffs, to avoid a bad swamp 


You will not strike the river for sixteen miles, but will 
have no difficulty in finding feed and water. 


Skunk creek, six feet wide. - - 2 | 2802) 7504 

Crossing of Skunk creek. - - - 53 2863 7442 
Banks some soft, but not diffienlt. No timber: 

Lake or marsh, soutlı of the road. - 1 2874 7433 

Lake, south of tlıe road. - - - 13) 2883| 742% 


Plenty of grass and water, but no timber nearer than 

five or six miles. 

Good spring of cold water. - - - 43| 293 | 738 
At the foot of the bluffs, north of the road, and at the 

head of the Pawnee swamps. 

Low, sandy bluffs. — - - - - 14 2944 7363 
This is opposite to the junction of the north and south 

forks of Platte river, Lat. 410 7' 44”; Long. 100° 47’ 15" ; 

Altitude, 2,625 fcet. E 

Carrion creek, 10 feet wide, one foot deep. 33) 2073| 7334 
Good place for grass, but no timber near, | a 

R. R. and T., road, river and timber. - 43 3023) 7284 
Good place to camp. ` А 

Last timber on north side the river. - 33 3064 724%: 
You will find no more timber on the north side the 

river for two hundred miles, except one lone tree. Your 


only dependence tor fuel wi.] be buffalo chips and drift! 
wood. 


Wide, deep creek.  - - - - 24 3083 7223 
Plenty of water, October 4, 1847, The banks are high 
but not bad to cross. 








. road as to follow the rivor. 


 Pieanninni ereek, 3 feet wide. - - 


‚ Small ereek, 4 feet wide. - d E 


-blufía, very sandy, but only a quarter ota mile wide ; then 
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From From 
PROMINENT POINTS AND REMARKS, Dist. |W Qrs.|CofGSL 
miles. miles. | miles. 





К. К. and lake, road and river near a bayou} 14 3094] 7214 


Opposite to this place are several islands, covored 


| with willow bushos, which will answer for fucl, and there 


is little difficulty in getting to it. 


Black mud creek. = = = = 2 | 3118 7192 
Plenty of water, October 3, 1847, but little fced for 
teams, 5 


R. and R., road joins the river. - = 2 | 3134 7173 
After this, tho road again leaves tbe river, until you . 
arrivo at tho north Bluff Fork. Road good, but poor feed. 
Small ereek. -~ - - - - 
Stecp banks. hut very little water. 8 
North Bluff Fork, 6 rods wide, 2 feet deep. 
Swift current, muddy water, low banks, quick-sand 
bottom, but not bad to cross. Poor place for grass. 
Sandy Bluffs, east foot. - - - 
The road over these bluffs is very crooked, but not 
bad, If a road сап be made up the bed of the river, it 
would save at least two miles travel. | 


7133 
7104 


7083 


Sandy Bluffs, west foot. - - - 704% 


By following the foot of the bluffs, after this, tho road 
may be shortened at least a milo, and bo equally as good a 


2d. Sandy Bluffs, east foot. - - - 
These bluffs are hard on teams, being mostly soft sand 


2d. Sandy Bluffs, west foot. - - 
Bluff Creek, 4 feet wide, 1 foot deep. - 


After this, the road may be made considerably shorter, 
hy following the foot of the bluifa. 
3d. Sandy Bluffs, east foot. - - - 
Theso bluffa are sandy, and heavy on teams. Nesr the 
west side you will find several steep places to descend, but 
not difficult, the sand being soft. 
Small ereek, running between the bluffs. 
Many small Lizards on the sandy places, but they ap- 
pear to be perfectly harınless. 


Sandy Bluffs, west foot. - - - 
Bluff Spring and small creek 200 yards, 


and one a quarter of a mile. - - 
In the neighborhood of those creeks the land ir 
swampy and soft. The rosd was made close to the blutfs, 
to avoid the swamps. 
Petite creek, 4 feet wide, 9 inches deep. 


Plenty of water, some muddy, October 1, 1847. Lati 
tude 419 12 50%, 


700% 


699 
6982 


6923 
6921 


6901 
690 





689 


6872 
687 


Good spring water, and plentiful, October 1, 1847. 
Goose creek, 30 feet wide, 3 inches deep. 
After crossing tbis, you pass over a low range of 


you descend on the bottom land again, but will find it soft 

and springy. 

Small spring ereek. -~ - - - 
Many springs of cold water at the foot of tho bluffs. 


6852 
6343 








Plenty of elear cold water, October 1, 1847. 
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From From 
PROMINENT POINTS AND REMARKS. Dist. |W Qrs. CofGSL 
miles.! miles. miles 
Duek-weed creek, 10 feet wide. - - 2) 3463| 6844 


Abundanee of good, cold spring water, Oet. 1, 1847. a 
Shoal stream, 3 feet wide. - - - 2 | 3482 682% 
Dry, October 1, 1847. : 
Rattlesnake ereek, 20 feet wide, 15 ft. deep. 32) 3523| 6783 
Swift current, sandy bottom, but not bad to eross. 
Cedar Bluffs. - - - - = 15| 354 | 677 
On the south side the river. Lat, 410 13' 44" Long. 
1010 52 ч 
Creek, six feet wide. - - - - 5 | 359 | 672 
Water plenty, September 30, 1847. Land, in this neigh 
horhood, sandy. 
Creek, four feet wide. - - - 3592) 6713 
Plenty of water, Septemher 30, 1847. | 
Crooked Creek, five feet wide. - - 8593| 6714 
Plenty of water, Septemher 30, 1847. 
Camp Creek, eight feet wide. - - 4 | 3633 6674 
Two crceks here, about the same size, but a few rod: 
apart— water cold and plenty, September 30, 1847. Nu 
doubt they rise from springs. 
Creck, three feet wide. - - - 4 | 3672) 6634 
, Plenty of water, May 20, but dry, September 30, 1847. 
Pond Creek, four feet wide. - - i| 368 | 663 
Dry, September 30, near the river, but further north 
many ponds and tall grass, 
Wolf Creek, 20 feet wide. - - - 1 
At the cast foot of Sandy Bluffs, which are bad to 
моон will probably have to double tesms, if heavy 
vaded. 
Sandy Bluffs, west foot. - - - 3 3702| 6602 
Two hundred yard further, isa erecek five feet wide. 
Watch Creek, 8 feet wide, and 2 feet deep. 33| 3733, 657% 
After this, the rond runs pretty near the river banks, 
to avoid some swamps near the bluffs. 
* Lone Tree,” north side the river. - 2 878 | 653 
About three bundred yards south from the road, 
Ash Hollow, south side the river. - 23| 3803 6504 


So named from a grove of Ash timber growing on it. 
It occupies a space of ahout fiftcen or twenty aeres, and 
is surrounded by hich blutts. 


Castle Creel, 6 rods wide, 2 feet deep. 3 | 3832] 647% 


Swift current, quick-sand bottom, water muddy. Low 
hanks, but not good to cross, on account of quick-sands. a 
Castle Bluffs, south side the river. - 41| 388 | 643 
You cross no more erccks of water, until you arrive 
at Crsh creek, twenty-five and a half miles from here. 
The road good, except in one place, where you travel 
threc-fourths of a mile over sand. 


Sand Hill ereek, 12 feet wide, south side 


the vend. - a = - = | ae а 
Near some sandy mounds, on the north side the road 
a| 3903} 6403 


Creek or slough. - - - - 1 
Dry. 

Creek or slough. - - - - 72| 3973| 0334 
Dry. 

Sandy Bluffs, east foot. - - - 3! 4003) 630% 


Bee 


3693| 6613. 


piu 
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From ı From 
PROMINENT POINTS AND REMARKS, Dist. |W Qns.|CofG 3I 
miles.| miles. miles. 








| Sandy Bluffs, west foot. - - - 4015) 6292 
Dry creek. - - - - - 4013) 6294 
Dry do. - - - = - 4022 6282 
Dry creek, 30 feet wide. - - - 4 | 4062) 6243 

| The rond runs near the river. from hero to Crab ereek. 

| 6214 


Фо pjs tol 


oo 


Crab Creek, 20 feet wide, very shoal. - 
Two miles further you will see some high bluffs on 
the right, By ascending one of the highest you will see 
Chimney Rock, to the west. 
Small lake, south of the road. - - 13 4103 6203 
Gaod chance to camp, without turning from the road. 
Cobble Hills, east foot. - - - 5 | 4153 6153 
You cross three dry ereeks before you arrive here 
‚ and then you travel over another range of sandy bluffs— 
ascent pretty steep, but not very sandy. 
Cobble Hills, west foot. - - - 24 4173 6134 
After you descend on the low land, you will find it 
mostly sandy for ten miles, and in some places very heuvy| 
drawing. 
“Ancient Bluff Ruins," north side the road.) 


Latitude 41° 33/ 3", - - - | 14 419 | 612 
Resembling the rnins of ancient castles, fortifications, 

&e.; but visitors must be cautious, on account of the] 

many rattle-snakrs lurking round, and coneealed in the 

clefts of the bluffs. 

R. and R., road joins the river. - - 
Good place to camp.» After this, the road runs near 

the river, until you arrive at the next low sandy ridges. 


Low sandy bluffs, east foot. - - 74, 487 | 594 
Low sandy bluffs, west foot. - - 1 


After this, the land for several miles,is soft in wet 
weatber, but good traveling in dry wcather. 
* Chimney Rock," (meridian) south side 


the river. - - - =- = | 143) 45% 5783 
The higher land now begins to be sandy and harren] 
Many Prickly-pears and Wild Sage, which continus mostly 
through the remainder of the journey. , E 
Scott's Bluffs, (mer.) south side the river. 193| 472 | 559 
The road here is near enough to the river to camp 
Lat. of meridian, 41° 50° 5%”. ; Long. 1039 20', | - 
Spring Creek, 10 feet wide,S inches deep.) 4 | 476 | 555 
South of the road. You do not cross it, buttravel half 
n mile alongside, Good water, and many trout in it. 
В. and R., road runs near the river. - | 125 4882 5423 
Good chance to camp. 
Low sandy bluffs, north side the road. - | 24) 4913 539% 
You travel at the foat of these bluffs, but will find the 
road sandy and heavy on teams. | РР 
Creek, about 200 yards south of road. - 2 | 4934 537% 
By ascending one of the highest bluffs near, you have 
a view of “ Laramie Peak” in the Black Hills, 
Timber, north side the river, - - | 114) 5043) 5263 
Road here about a quarter of a mile from the river— 
after this, generally from ane to two miles distant. The} 
road, to Laramie. very sandy. Ы 
* Raw Hide" creek, 1 rod wide. : - 51 510 | 521 
Plenty of water, June Ist, but dry, Sept. 15. 1847, 


gm 



































PROMINENT POINTS AND REMARKS. 


« Fort John” or Laramie ford. - - 
Tbe fort lays about one and a half m'les weet from 

the river. The ford is good in low water. River 108 yarde 

wide. (Sec Note 3.) . 

Steep hill to descend. - - - 
‘The descent being over rock, and very steep, makes 

it dangerous to wagons, but itis not lengthy. 

Steep hill to ascend and descend. o 
in traveling over tbis hill, you will find the road rocky 

in places, and about half way over there is a sudden turn 

in the road over rough rocks, which ia dangerous to wag 

ons, if care is not taken. 


Road leaves the river. - - - 








At this point, the road bends to the south-west. leaving 
the river. You will not come to tke river banks again foi 
eighty miles. 

** Warm Springs," Lat. 42° 15! 6", 

Thisis a very strong spring of clear water, but it ie 
warmer than river water, at all seasons of the усаг. 
Very steep bluff, half a mile up. - - 

Before arriving at this, you pass through a narrow ra- 


vine, between blutfs, The ascent ia unpleasant, on ac: 
eount of cobble stones. 


“ Porter’s Rock,” left of the road. - | 
A mile beyond this, you descend to the lower land 
again. The descent is steep, lengthy aud aandy. 


Bitter Creek and Cold Spring. - - 


‘This was dry, September 13. Herc 1s plenty of timber. 
and if there is no water, you will tiud plenty three aud ғ 
half miles further. 


Bitter Creek—second crossing. - - 


Bend in the road. - - = a 


Road turns south about two hundred yards, to avoid 
в decp ravine, then back again the same distance. 


Dead Timber creek, 10 feet wide. - 
Plenty of timber, grass and water. 
Creek, south side the road. - - 


You don't cross ів creck, but go just above it. It ie 
a good chance to camp. 


Small creek and spring: Lat. 42° 21! 51" | 


Not safe to depend en tur a camping place. Little 
grass and not mucb water—dry, September 13, 1847. 


Steep hill, quarter mile up. - - 


Pleasant view of the surrounding country from-the] 


summit. ‘The descent steep in several places, and many 
cobble stones in the road. 


* Horse Creek” and Hebcr’s Spring. - 


The spring lays a little to the right of the road, at the 
edge of timber. If itis dry. there is water in the creek 
about спе hundred yards north from this spring. 

Bluff ths of a mile tothe summit. - 

Diflicult to ascend on account of six or seven steep 
places. where you will probably have to double teams. 
Small cfcek: Lat. 42° 29' 58, - - 

After crossing this, you cross five others, about a mile 
apart, but none of them safe to depend on for a camping! 
place, being little grass, and less (if any) water. 
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Fiem | From 
PROMINENT POINTS AND REMARKS Dist. |W Qrs.!CoiGSL 

, miles.) miles. | miles. 
5th small ereek from the last. - - 43| 5743| 4564 


After crossing this, you ascend a high hluff, the top of 
' which is a succession of hills and hollows for five mules. 
The road is good, but crooked. Б 


* La Bonte” river, 30 feet wide, 2 ft. deep.) 83) 5822] 4484 
М Good place to csmp—plenty of timher, grass, and 

water. There is also a good chauce, a mile further. Plenty 

of wild mint on the creek. 


Branch of La Bonte, 10 feet wide, 18 inch- 


es deep. - - : - 

Donbtful about water. Steep hanks. Yon have now 
traveled near a mile over this dark, red sand, and will find 
it continue three and a half miles further. a 
Very small creek. - - - - 64| 594 | 437 

Little chance for grass, and less for water. One mile ^ 
heyond this, yon ascend another bluff, but the road is tol- Д Apr 
erably straight and good, Look out for toads with horne и 


5 | 5873| 4433 


¿and Н a 
Very small creek. ^- - - = 
Very poor chance for camping. 
Very small creek. - - = -= 
The road runs down the channel of this creek, near 
two hundred yards, but there is little grass on it. 
"A La Prele river, one rod wide, 2 ft. deep. 
E Current rapid—good place to camp. Land between 
creeks mostly sandy and barren. Road from here to tbe 
- Platte very uneven, being a succession of hills and hollows. 
Small creek. - - - - - 
No place to camp—donhtful for water. 
Box Elder creek, D feet wide. - - 


Clear water, and plenty—hut not much grass. Мо! 
very good to cross, banks being steep. Some timber on it 


Fourche Boise river, 30 feet wide, 2 feet. 
fr deep: Lat. 42^ 51' 5", - - - 


7*- Current rapid. Plenty of good grass and timber. 











North fork of Platte river. - - - 4 | 6142| 4164 
Not much grass here. You will now find a sandy roac 
and heavy traveling. 
** Deer Creek,” 30 feet wide, two feet deep: 
Lat. 42° 52! 50": Altitude, 4,864 feet) 5 | 6193) 4114 , 
Lovely place to camp. Swift cnrrent, clear water) * | * F — © 


and abundance of fish. Nice grove of timber on the banks, 
and a coal mine ahout a quarter of a mile up. on the eas! 
side. After this, il find sandy roads for ninc miles, 
but not much grass, 


Deep hollow, or ravine—steep banks. - 


Sudden bend in the road. - - - 53| 628 | 403 
` To avoid a deep ravine. : , 
Grove of timber оп the banks of the river! 1 | 629 | 402 
Good chance to camp. Lat. 42° 51’ 47", 
Crooked, muddy creek, 12 ft. wide, 1 деер. 1 | 630 | 401 


Not good to cross—steep banks. Plenty of grass, bu 
no wood. 


Muddy creek, 3 feet wide. - - — - 
Soft banks and bal to cross. Ccnsiderable small tim 
ber, but little grass. After this, good but crooked road. 


Deep gulf. ES с 


53| 6353) 3954 


231 6332| 3923 
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Creek, two feet wide. - - - 
No place to camp. , 

Muddy ereek, 5 feet wide, 13 feet deep. 
No chance to camp. 

2 ravines, near together: Lat. 42° 51! 44", 
Opposite here there is а fording place, where compa. 

nics generally have forded the river. 

Creek five feet wide. - - - 
Abundance of fish, carly in the scason, but little grass. 

and no timber. 

Upper Platte ferry and ford. - - 
Plenty of feed and some timber on both sides the river 

(See Note 4.) Lat. 420 50' 18%, Altitude 4,875 feet. 

Road turns south, and rises a long hill. - 
Ascent gradual. Many singular looking rocks on the 

south side. Descent rough and crookcd, Towards thi 

foot, road very uneven. 

Mineral spring and lake. - - - 
Considered poisonous. No bad taste to the water, un- 

Icss the cattle trample in it. In that case it becomes black, 

and is doubtless poisonous. No timber near. 

Rock avenue and steep descent. - - 
The road here passes between high rocks, forming ¢ 

kind of avenue or gateway, for a quarter of a mile. 

Alkali swamps and springs. - - 
This ought to be avoided as a camping ground—it ir 

a small valley, surrounded by high bluffs. The land ex 

cceding miry, and emells bad. There is a creek of good 

water north-west. No timber and little grass. Next mile, 

rough road, * 

Small stream of clear spring water. - 
Good camping place. Plenty of grass, but no wood. 

« Willow Spring.” - - =- = 
About three rods west of the road, at.the footof wil- 

low bushes, Water cold aud good—grass plenty, but crech 

sone miry. a y 

* Prospeet Hill,” (summit. ) - - 
Pleasant view of the surrounding country, to the 

Sweet Water mountains. 

Bad slough. - - - - - 
Plenty of grass, but little water. A mile further is & 

hill, both steep ascending and descending. 

Creek, 300 yards south of road. - - 
Plenty of grass, butno wood. 

Small ereek, left of the road. E - 
Grass plentiful, but doubtful for water, and no wood 

The road runs alongside this crcek fer half a mile, 

Grease-wood creek, 6 feet wide 1 ft. deep. 
Very littlo grass, and no fuel but wild sage. Roac 

from here to the Sweet Water sundy, and very heavy. 

Alkali springs and lakes. - - - 
Herc gatber your Saleretus from a lake, west of the 

road. Land swampy, and smellsbad. Water poisonous. 

“ Sweet-water river," 8 rods wide, 2 ft. 


deep. с © = E a 


, Swift current—good water. Grass plentiful, but little 
timber. (See Note 5) 
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From | From 

PROMINENT POINTS AND REMARKS. Dist. |W Qus.[CofG SL 
miles. milea | miles. 

Independence Rock and ford. - - 3} 6982| 3324 


On the north side of the river—about six hundree)x 
yards long, and a hundred and twenty wide, composed oi 
herd Granite. (See Note 5.) 


Devil's Gate. - > E = S 


A little west from the road, The river here раввсғ 
between perpendicular rocks four hnndred fect high.— 
This is a euriosity worthy of a traveler'a notiee. 

Creek two feet ide. - - - - 

Not good to cross. The road runs near the rivei 
banks for ten milea after this. 

Creek, 6 feet wide. - - - - 

Good to cross. Water and graes plenty, bnt lackr 
timber. You will find grass all along on the banks of the 
river, bnt very little wood. 





Deep ravine and creck. - = - 
Plenty of graaa and water, but no wood. 
Deep ravine and creek. - - - 


Donhtful for water. | A 
Road leaves the river : Lat. 42° 28! 25", 
Road after this, sandy and heavy, and passes over £ 
high bluff. Land harren for seven and a half miles. 
(See Note 6.) 
Alkali Lake. - - - - - 
Оп the left of the road. 
Sage creek. - - - - - 
No grass. Highhanks. Douhtful for water, but Wild 
Sage plentiful. One and three-quarter miles further you 
arrive on the river banks again. 
Creek, three feet wide. - - - 
Douhtful for water, hut the road runs closc to the 


river. 

High gravelly bluff. - - - - 
Left of the road, and a very good place to eamp. 

Bitter-colton-wood creck. - - - 
Doubtful for water and grass. Some timber on it. Af. 

ter this, the road leaves tbe river for six miles. 

Road arrives at the river. - - - 


Leave the old road and ford the river. - 
By fording here, the rond is shorter, and you avoid 

much very beavy, sandy road. Lat. 42° 31/20”, 

Road turns between the rocky ridges. - 
After this, yon ford the river twice—but it is easily 

forded. Tben the roadMeaves the river again. 

c . 

Ford No. 4—good camping place. - 
Alter thia, the road leaves the river sgain, and уоп 

will probably find no water fit to drink for sixteen and a 

half iniles. 

Ice Spring. - - - - = 
This is on alow, swampy spot of land оп the rigbt 

of the rosd. Ice may generally be found, by digging down 

about two feet. Tbere are two alkali lukes a little further. 

Alkali springs. - - - - - 
On the left of the road 

Steep descent from the bluffs. - - 

Ford of Sweet-water, No.5. - - 


Plenty of good grass and willow bushes. River ahout 
three rods wide, and two feet deep. 
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PROMINENT POINTS ‘AND REMARKS. 
Creek а rod wide. - - - - 
Doubtful for water. 
Bluff or hill, 13 miles to summit. - 
The asccnt gradual, though steep in some places. 
Road joins the river, and fords it. - 


The river is forded here, to avoid crossing the next 
high, saudy ridge, making the road mueh better, and some 
shorter. E 1 


Ford back. - e - = bo 


River banks and stream, 25 feet wide. - 
This appears to be a branch of the river, running 
round a pieee of land, about a quarter of a mile wide. 
Creek, two feet wide: Lat. 42° 98! 36", 
A good eold epring, a little to the right of the road 
and a soft swamp just below, butit is a good place to camp 
Road leaves the river. - - - 
Good eamping plaee. Afterthis, the road winds around 
and over a succession of hills and hollows, for three miles. 
Rough, rocky ridges. - - =- 
Dangerous to wagons, and ought to be crossed with 
care. 
Soft swamp and very small creek. - 
No plaee to camp. 


ЕЛ 


Creek, a foot wide. - - ^ - 
Creek, two feet wide. - - - 
Strawberry creek, five feet wide. - 


Plenty of grass and water, and some willows. Good 
place to camp. There isa poplar grove about a mile below 
Quaking-aspen creek. - - - 

This rises in a small grove of timber on the south side 
the road, but is not safe to depend on for water. 
Branch of Sweet-water, 2 rods wide, two 


feet deep. - - - - - 
Good place to eamp. Water good and eold. Grass 
and willows, plenty. 
Willow creek, 8 feet wide, 2 feet deep. 
Good camping plaee for grass, water and willows 
The iord is near three rods wide. 
Sweet-water, 3 rods wide, 3 feet deep. 
Good place to camp. After traveling seven miles be- 
yond this, and passing between tbe Twin mounds, you 
will find a gaod eamping place a quaiter of a mile north 
of the rosd. d 
Souru Pass, or summit of dividing ridge. 
This is the dividing ridge between the waters of the 
Atlantic and Pacific. Altitude, 7,085 fuet, 
Pacific creek and springs. - - - 
Abundance of grass any where for a mile. Good 
water, and plenty of Wild Sage for fuel. 
Pacific creek (crossing) three feet wide: 


Lat. 42° 18' 58": Long. 108° 40! 0". 


Not good to cross Pretty good place to camp, except 
for wood. After you leave here you will find a good road. 
but very little water. 

Dry Sandy. =-  - - -= - 
.. The water brackish, and not good for cattle. Very 
little grass. but no wood. 

= 


= 


Dist. 
milcs. 





From 
W Qns. 
miles. 





From 
CofGsL 
miles, 


à 7594 2714 





760 
7633 


764 
7643 





271 
267 


267 
2663 


17 


brow biom 
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f miles.| miles. | miles. 











Junetion of California and Oregon roads. | 6 | 819 | 212 
Take the left hand road. Good road n tew miles, after 

wards sandy and heavy. К 

Little Sandy, 20 feet wide, 23 feet deep. 731 8263) 2043 
Muddy water—swift current. Plenty of willows and 

wild варе. Abundsnce of grass down tho stream. Айе: 

this, barren and sandy land. 


Big Sandy, 7 rods wide, 2 feet deep: leet. 
- 49" 6! 491, MC ONE a salis Soe 19% 
Good chance to camp. A few miles further, you wil. 


find a sbort piece of rough road, over rocks and cobblı 
stones. No grass or water ufter this for ncar 17 miles. 


Big Sandy. - Me 2 s = J 1118928 179 


Goed chance to camp. After this, barren, sandy land 
and heavy road till you arrive at Green river. 


Green river ford, 16 rods wide. - - 10 | 862 | 169 
Good camping any where on the banks, and plenty ot 

timber. Itis not difficult turding in low water. but if too 

high to ford, the best crossing place isupstream. Latitude 

—2 miles above—41° 52 37”; Long. 109° 30. „Alt. 6,000 feet. 

Good camping place on Green river. - 14) 8633) 1674 
Plenty ot grass here. Rut no other very good chance: 

to camp on thia side the river. 

Road leaves Green river. - - - 331 867 | 164 
No grass nor water after this for fifteen and a halt 

miles. Land rolling, barren—mostly sandy, and severa’ 

steep places to pass. 

Black’s fork, 6 rods wide, 2 feet deep. - | 154| 8823| 1483 
Good chance to camp, and a nice place, though not 

much timber. 


Ham’s fork, 3 rods wide, 2 feet deep. - 33) 8864 1443 


. Rapid current, cold water, plenty of bunch grass anc 
willows, and is a good camp ground. 


Black’s fork again. - = - - 13) 888 | 143 


Not much grass, hut plenty of willows. You will now 
have some uneven road, with many ravines. 


Small creek, 2 feet wide. - - - | 103) 8983) 1324 
No grass, and probably no water. 
Black’s fork, third time. - - - 2 | 9003| 130% 


Alter crossing you will find a good esmping plsce 
Pleaty of bunch grass; also, wild бах, 


Black’s fork, fourth time. - - - 241 903 | 128 


You ford again at а good camping place. 


Stream 2 rods wide? 2 feet (сер. - 23| 9052| 1254 


Very swift current, and plenty of bunch grass. Roac 
pretty rough after this, 


Stream— ood camping place at a bend. 32) 9093) 121% 
You donot cross the stresm, but there is a good сатар 
lag place, where the road passes a bend of the creek. 


“ Fort Bridger: ” Lat. 41° 19/13"; Long. 
110° 5; Altitude, 6,665 feet. 84 9173| 1133 
You cross four rushing creeks, within half a mile, be- 
E za т ach the Fort, snd by traveling half a mile be - 
Yond the Fort, you will cross three others, and then fino у (96 
а good place to camp. =" 
The Fort is composed of four log houros and a smal' 
enclosure for horsce Land exceeding rich— water ool’ 
Bud good, and considerable timber. 
| о 


< 
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. miles. miles. | miles, 








wen“ Ee cro re 
Cold Springs, on the right side the road. 62] 9233| 107% 


‘There is tinber here, and iv is a pretty good eamping 


lace. 

Ball creek and springs. - 2 - 12) 925 | 106 
No feed bere, and no place to eamp. 

Summit of High Ridge: Lat. 41° 16' 11") 1| 926 | 105 


After this, you travel several miles on tolerably leve! 
land, then you descend to low@ land by a steep, tedious 
route. 


Muddy Fork, 12 fect wide. - - 431 9305] 1003 


Plenty of bunch grass and willows. Water clear, and 
not bad tasted, After this, you will probably find uo good 
water for eleven miles, 


Copperas, or Soda Spring. - - - 33| 934H 963 
Left of the road at the foot of а hill. The road now 
begins to ascend another high ridge. 


Summit of Ridge: Altitude 7,315 feet. 1$, 936 95 


The descent is lengthy, und some tedious. About halt 
way down you pass over rough rocks, and the pass being 
narrow, makes it dangerous to wagons. 


Copperas, or Soda Spring. - - - 1 | 937 94 
Cattle will drink this water, and there is plenty of 


grass around it. A little further tbe road turns to the lett 
and passes dowa a narrow ravine. 


Spring of good water, south side the road.| 4 
This is enrrounded by high grass, elore to the creck 

side. There is another spring a little further on the noi th 

side the read, which will probably be the last water you 

will find till you arrive at Sulphur ereek. 

Fast foot of dividing ridge. - - - 1 | 9423 883 
Dividing ridge between the waters of the сате 

and Great Basin. Ascent very steep and crooked—narrow 

summit and steep descending. Atter this, erooked road 

between mouutains. Altitude of ridge, 7,700 feet. 


Sulphur creek, 10 feet wide. - - 6 | 9483 823 


Plenty of grass and some willows; als», small cedaı 
atthe foot of the mountain, (ee Note 7.) 
Bear river, 6 rods wide, 2 feet deep. - 13 9503; 80: 
Swilt eurrent—clear cold water; plenty of timber and | 
grass, Altitude at ford, 6,836 feet. 
Summit of Ridge. - - - - | 23) 953 78 


Half a mile torther yon eross а small ridge, then de- 
gecnd into, and travel dowa a nice narrow bottom, where! 
is plenty of grass. 

Spring of clear, cold water. - - p 13) 9543) 76 

On the soutb side the creck. about two rods from the 
road. Tho spring is deep—water clear, cold and good | 
Perhaps it will not be easy to find, being surrounded by 
high grass. 


Yellow creek, cross at foot of rocky bluffs. 4% 9593) 713 


. You will soon eress this again, and abont a mile fur- | 


tole 
eo 
p 
— 
Blea 
со 
e 
қ 





ther you ascend another long ridge, the ascent being pretty) 

steep and tedious. 

Summit of Ridge. _ - -= - 13 9612 693 
Descent pretty steco. About three-fourths of a mile a 

down from the sumn.it, is a spring of good cold water, on 

the left of the road. 
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Cache Cave and head of Echo creek: Al- | 
titude, 6,070 feet. _ - - - 32| £65 66 

Cave in the bluffs north. Several springs along the 
road. before you arrive here. and one. a quarter of a mile 
south from Ше Cavo, Plenty of grass, and a good place 
to camp. 

Cold spring, on the right of the road. - 2 967 64 

This also is a good place to camp, being plenty ofgrass | 
Cold spring, south side the road. - - 

At the toot of a high hill. Good place to camp. Alter 
this, you travel down a nanow ravine, between higk 
mountains, till you arrive at Weber viver. Noc much dil 
ficulty for camping down it. = 
Deep ravine. - - - > E 13) 9703 604 

Stecp on hoth banks. After this, you will cross Kehe 
creek a number of times, but in no place very ditlieult, К 4 
Red fork of Weber river: Alt. 5,301 feet.) 16 | 9864 443 

There ira good camping place a mile before you ar 
rive here. А1:0, almost sny where on the banks cf the 
river. Plenty of timber. The stream abounds with spotted 
trout. 

Weber river ford, 4 rods wide, 2 ft. deep. 4 | 9902 403 

Good to ford. Pienty of grasa aud timber on both 
rides the river. E 
Pratt’s Pass, to avoid the Kanyon. - 

The Kanyon is a few miles below, where the river 
runs b: tween high mountains of rocks. Some cmigraute 
have passed through, but it iz dange rous. 

fast foot of Long hill. - - - 11992 39 

‘Ther: іза small creek descends down tho ho'low. up 
which the road is made. There are seversl eprings neal 
the road. 

Bridge (over the creek.) - - Е 23, 9944 36% 

Not a vad place to camp. 
Summit of Ridge. - - - - 21| 9962 344 

The country west looks rough and mountainous, The 
descent is nct pleasant, being mostly on the side hill. 
Small creek, left of the road. - - 12) 9983 323 


Good place to camp. Plenty of grass, water and wil- 
lows, The road here turns noith a quaıter of a mile, then 


west, and e a steep hill, 
Kanyon k, 1 rod wide, 1 foot deep: 
Lat. 40° 54' 7". - - - - 

Yon have to cross tl 1: creek thirteen times, besides 

two bad swamps, The road is dangerous to wagons, on 

scconnt of der ве, high bu-hes, trees, and short turus in the 

road. Gooi pl ce to - (Sec Note 9.) 

Leave Kanyon ercek. - - - 8 110083 214 
Here you turn to the right. and begin to ascend the 

highest mount in you cross in the whole journey. You 

travel through timber, some on side hills, and cross the 

ereek a number of times. 

Small spring, left ofthe road.  - - З 10121 182 
You will probably find water in several places, but ii 

is uncertain where, as it ruus but a little way in a place, 

and then sinks in the err h. 

Suminit of mountain: Altitude, 7,245 feet) 1 |10133) 173 
You have now a view of the south part of the Valley 

of the Great Sult Lake. The descent is steep, lengthy 

and tediuus. on account of stumps in the road. 
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fiom From 
PROMINENT POINTS AND REMARKS. Dist. |W Qns.|Cof GSL 
miles.| miles. | miles. 
Bridge over a deep ravine. - - - $1014] .17 


This ia dangerous to cross, and a wagon may he easily 
upset. The road lays through a forest of small timber, 
and is unpleasanttraveling. | 
Brown's creek and spring. - - — - 210143} 163 

Not a had place to camp, but there is a much hette 
one, half a mile lower down. 


Cold spring on Brown’ggereek. - - 23 10173 133 
Within a rod of the road, On the east side, under al 
grove of Black Birch bushes. Good piace to camp, hut 


some miry, Good camping any where for two miles 
lower. 


Leave Brown’s creek. - - - 13110193 113 
You now ascend another high mountain, by a steep 

and crooked road. On both sides this mountain, there arc 

many Serviceberry bushes. 

Summit of last ridge. - - - - 1 |1020 103 
‘The descent ia very steep, all the way, till you arrive 

on the banks of Last creek, ; 

Last creek. - - - - - 31021 10 
You cross tbis creek nineteen теа. Several «f the 

erossinga are difficult. ‘There are acveral side hills which 

require care in teamsters. Three camping placcs on it. 

but the road is rough. 

Mouth of the Kanyon. - - - 5 1026 5 
You now enter the Valley ef the Salt Lake. The roa 

at the mouth of the Kanycn bad, and rough with stumps. 

Afterwards, descending and-good. 


CITY or THE Great Sar ШАКЕ, - 5| 1031 





The city is located within three miles of the mountains, 
which enclose the east side of the valley—within three miles 
of the Utah outlet, and twenty-two miles of the Salt Lake. 
The land is gradually sloping, from the mountain to within a 
mile of the Outlet, and is of a black, loose, sandy nature. A 
stream of water rushes from the mountains east of the city, 
and, at the upper part, it divides in two branches, both of 
which pass through the city to the Outlet. The water is 
good, and very cold, and abundance for mill purposes, or for 
irrigation. The air is good and pure, sweetened by the healthy 
breezes from the Sclt Lake. The grass is rich and plentiful, 
and well filled with rushes, end the passes in the mountains 
afford abundance of good timber, mostly balsam Fir. 

The valley is about forty miles long, and from twenty to 
twenty-five miles wide. It is beautifully surrounded on the 
west, south, and east by high mountains. Salt Lake extends 
from a point a little south of west, from the city, to about 
eighty miles north, forming the north-western boundary of the 


21 


valley. There are two sulphur springs a mile and a half north 
from the *Tzxrrr Brock ; the water is salt, and a little warmer 
than blood: two miles further north there is a sulphur spring 
of boiling water. There is not much land on the north part of 
the valley fit for cultivation; but the east side is well adapted 
for farming, being well watered by several large erceks, and 
the soil beautiful. The land on the west of the Utah Outlet, 
is also good for farming, and easily irrffated from the south end 
of the Outlet. 

The latitudes, longitudes, and altitudes are copied from 
the observatious and calculations made by Elder O. Prarr. 

The variation of the magnetic needle, at the City of the 
Great Salt Lake, 15” 47' 23" east, as determined on the 30th 
July, A. D. 1847, by the mean of several observations, and 
caleulations of the Sun's Azimuths and Altitudes. 





* Latitude of northern boundary of Temple Block, 40° 45! 44", 
Longitude of do, do. do. 111? 26' 34", 
Altitude of do. do. do. 4,300 feet. 
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NOTES. а 

Nore 1. If the Elk Horn river is fordable you leave the 
main road a mile before you strike the river, and turn north. 
After leaving the road three-fourths of a mile, you will cross 
a very bad creek or slough, being soft and miry; but, by 
throwing in long grass, it will be good crossing. You then 
travel three-fourths of a mile further, and arrive at the ford. 
You will go up stream®when fording, and gradually come 
nearer to the opposite shore, till you strike a piece of low land 
on the west side; you then pass by a narrow, crooked road, 
throngh the timber, till yon arrive on the open prairie. You 
will then sce a post erected in near a south direction, about 
a mile distant.. Go straight to that post, and you will find a 
good bridge over the creek—and there, again strike the main 
road. From here, you have before you near five hundred 
miles travel over a flat, level country, and a good road, with 
the exception of several sandy bluffs mentioned herein. The 
road generally runs from one to two miles from the Platte 
river, but not too far to turn off to camp in case of necessity. 
All camping places, which lay near the road, are mentioned ing 
this work. You will find near two hundred miles without 
timber, bnt in that region you will find plenty of buffalo chips, 
which are a good substitnte for fucl. Buffalo are numerous 
after you arrive at the head of Grand Island, and continue two 
hundred miles. 


Nore 11. The descent to the ford is steep, and at the bottom 
very sandy. Your best chanee to ford will, probably, be to 
enter the river opposite to where you descend from the bluff; 
then go near a straight course, but inclining a little down 
stream, till more than half way over, when you will find a 
sand-bar. Follow this, down stream near half a file, and 
you will then see a good place to go ont on the ѕой с. In 
this river the channels often change—the old ones fill up, and 
new ones are made—hence, the wisdom and necessity of hav- 
ing several inen go across on horses, to find the best route, be- 
fore you attempt to take wagons over. If this precaution is 
not taken, yon may plunge yonr wagons from a sand-bar into 
a decp hole, and do much damage. If you ford up stream, and 
come out higher than where yon enter, after crossing, strike 
for the bluffs, in a direction a very little west of south, till 
you arrive on the old road. 

On arriving at Prairie creek, if you take a south-west 
course, a short day's drive will bring yon to Wood river, six 
"or eight miles above wheréiiflic old road crosses; and by kecp- 
ing the same course after crossing Wood river, you will strike 
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the Platte ten or twelve miles above where Wood river emp- 
tics into it. By this means the road would be shortened at 
least five miles, and probably much more. 


Nore 111. Fort “John, or Laramie,” lays about one and a 
half miles from the river, in near a south-west course, and is 
composed of a trading establishment, and about twelve houses, 
enclosed by a wall eleven feet high. The wall and houses are 
built of adobes, or Spanish brick. It is situated on the Lara- 
mie Fork, and is a pleasant location: the latitude of the Fort 
is 42° 12! 13"; longitude 104° 11! 53", and altitude above the 
sea, 4,090 feet. After leaving here you begin to cross the 
« Black Hills,” and will find rough roads, high ridges, and 
mostly barren country. There is, however, not much diffi- 
culty in finding good camping places, each day’s travel, by ob- 
serving the annexed table. 

There is a road follows the river, instead of crossing the 
Black Hills, and it is represented as being as near, and much 
better traveling if the river is fordable. By following this 
road you have to cross the river three times extra, but will 
find plenty of grass, wood, and water. If the river is fordable 
at Laramie, it is fordable at those three places, and you can gò- 
that route safely. 


Norz rv. The best place to ford will probably be a little 
below the bend in the river. After this you have fifty miles 
to travel, which is dangerous to teams, on account of Alkali 
springs. Great care should be taken to avoid them, by select- 
ing a camping place where none of these springs are near. 


Nore у. In low water the river is easily.forded opposite to 
the Rock Independence}; but, if not fordable here, a good place 
can be found a mile higher up the river. 

Independence Rock is one of the curiosities to be seen on 
the road, mostly on account of its peculiar shape and magni- 
tude. There are many names of visitors painted in various 
places, on the south-east corner. At this corner inost travelers 
appear to have gone up to view the top; but there is a much 
better place on the north side, about half way from end to end. 
Latitude 14 miles below 42° 30! 16”, 

The road along the Sweet Water is mostly sandy and heavy 
traveling. You will find many steep places, and as you ap- 
proach the Rocky Mountains, you will find some high hills to 
travel over. | 

After crossing the mountains the country is level, but still 
barren, and, if possible, more sandy..#You will liave to make 
some long drives to obtain water for camping. ‚There is great 
lack of timber, from the Upper Platte ferry to Fort Rridger, 





The Mormon adventure presents an 
interesting paradox. The fron- 
tier rescued the Mormons from a 
predicament and protected them 
for many years; yet the Mormons 


persisted (and succeeded) in 
destroying the frontier while 
using it simultaneously to their 
advantage. 

Clayton's Guide was so heavily 
used that few copies are extant 
today. 








